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SB 549 (Hall) Charitable Raffles 

FACT SHEET 
 
Sponsor: California’s Professional Sports Organizations, Andrew Govenar, 916-448-8240  
Staff Contact: Felipe Lopez, (916) 651-1530 
            
ISSUE____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Across the United States more than 100 professional sports franchises are successfully operating 
50/50 charitable raffles at sporting events in order to maximize donations to local charities. 
These types of charitable raffles are raffles in which 50% of the proceeds go towards the winner, 
and 50% of the proceeds go to the local charities designated by the professional sports team for 
that particular event. 
 
Unfortunately, current law in California requires that at least 90% of the proceeds of a charitable 
raffle go to a charitable organization and only 10% can be used for the prize. The current 90/10 
rule was established in 2000 when California Voters passed Proposition 17.  Prior to the passage, 
it was illegal to conduct charitable raffles in California because by definition raffles were 
considered lotteries and thus prohibited by California Law.  
 
Limiting the size of the prize has hindered the overall results of charitable raffles in California 
and made them less attractive for participants. 
 
SOLUTION_______________________________________________________________ 
 
SB 549 allows for professional sports organizations to operate game-day 50/50 charitable raffles 
in which 50% of the proceeds go towards the winner, and 50% of the proceeds go to the local 
charities designated by the professional sports team for that particular event.  Participation in 
50/50 charitable raffles in other states has been popular, and are now being held in more than 29 
states and 10 Canadian providences. This bill provides an opportunity for fans who attend 
professional sporting events to voluntarily participate in a raffle directly benefiting charities in 
their local communities.  
 
SB 549 will maintain the same protections currently in law by requiring charitable organization 
holding the raffle to register, report, and be regulated by the Attorney General.  
 
SUPPORT________________________________________________________________ 
 

American Legion - Department of California (Co-sponsor) 
AMVETS – Department of California (Co-sponsor) 
California State Commanders Veterans Council (Co-sponsor) 
Military Officers Association of American (Co-sponsor) 
California Council of Chapters (Co-sponsor) 
VFW – Department of California (Co-sponsor) 



 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America – California State Council (Co-sponsor) 
AEG 
Anaheim Ducks Foundation 
Anaheim Ducks Hockey Club 
Anaheim Ducks Learn to Play  
Anaheim Ducks S.C.O.R.E.  
Angels Baseball Foundation 
Auto Club Speedway 
California Society of Association Executive 
CHOC Children’s Hospital  
CHOC at Mission 
Children’s Law Center of California 
City Year Los Angeles 
Clippers Foundation 
College Tract 
Donor Network West 
Giants Community Fund 
Girls Incorporated of Orange County 
Impact Foundation 
Junior Blind 
Kings Care Foundation 
LA Clippers 
LA Galaxy 
LA Galaxy Foundation 
LA Kings 
LEAP 
Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim 
Los Angeles Boys and Girls Club 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation 
Los Angeles Fund for Public Education 
Michael Ottolini AMVETS Post 40 Sonoma County 
Military Officers Association of America, Alta Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America, Solano County Chapter 
Orangewood Children’s Foundation 
Orthopaedic Institute for Children 
The Pacific Club IMPACT Foundation 
Padres Foundation 
P.F. Breese Foundation 
Rancho Cordova Police Activities League 
Sacramento Kings 
Sacramento Kings Foundation 
Sacramento Republic Football Club 
San Diego Padres 
San Francisco Giants 
San Francisco Giants Community Fund 
San Jose Sharks 
San Jose Sharks Foundation 
Spark Los Angeles 
South County Outreach 



 

 

Teach for America – Los Angeles 
United Way California Capital Region 
University of Southern California 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of California 1st District 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of California 
Veterans of Foreign War Post 2275 
Veteran Tickets Foundation 
VFW Post 3787, Mission Valley San Diego 
VFW Post 5431 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter #223 
Vision to Learn 
Weave, Inc. 
 

 
 (As amended 6/23/2015) 


